GOETHE'S REPUTATION IN ENGLAND SINCE 1832
especially round about the year 1932, when the centenary of his
death was widely celebrated. A word or two about British
Goethe-scholarship in the last quarter of a century may fittingly
bring this survey to a close.
In 1923 the English Goethe Society was revived, with Viscount
Haldane as its President. Guided chiefly by Professor J. G.
Robertson and later by Professor L. A. Willoughby, it has
been the principal organ and stimulus of British Gennanistic
studies, and the numerous volumes of its Publications (New Series)
are almost entirely the work of the second generation of university
teachers of German in this country. The question of Anglo-
German literary relations is naturally to the fore, with studies of
Goethe and Byron, Goethe and Matthew Arnold, Goethe and
Crabb Robinson, but many aspects of the literature and general
culture of the age of Goethe have been the subject of searching
studies. The centenary of Goethe's death provoked three or four
books and a great crop of magazine articles, some sixty at least,
more than had appeared in the preceding third of the century.
The books were a popular life by H. W. Nevinson, the veteran
journalist, another by F. W. Felkin, then the ripe fruit of Pro-
fessor Robertson's fine scholarship in his Life and Work of Goethe,
and a striking study of Goethe as Revealed in his Poetry by Professor
Barker Fairley. To the anonymous author of a penetrating
centenary article in The Times Literary Supplement it seemed that
through having become an idol of the Victorians, Goethe had
disappeared with them. The centenary Lives by Nevinson and
Robertson therefore, he thought, both suggested that Goethe
must stand or fall as a poet alone, his "wisdom" having been
found wanting. He considered their conception of Goethe to be
romantic, the one biographer presenting him as lyricist and
amorist, and the other as above all a creative artist. * * Mr. Nevinson,
in a true romantic fashion, puts his telescope to a blind eye when
other elements in Goethe appear on the horizon: Professor
Robertson, more scrupulous, admits their existence, but only
to deplore it". The exposition of Faust by Mr. Lowes Dickinson
and Miss Stawell that had appeared in 1928, in its attempt to get
at the whole man as revealed in Faust, had been more on the right
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